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Why do we tell stories? 

Each year, we share with you the 
stories of some of the children and 
families who make up our vibrant 
WCC community. The stories are a 
celebration of families’ hard work, 
and a testament to their strengths, 
struggles, and triumphs. The major-
ity of the children we serve come 
from families living in deep poverty; 
for others, it’s suffering abuse or 
neglect that delivers them into 
WCC’s charge. Recognition of their 
tenacity is well-deserved, when low-
income children start kindergarten 
14 months behind and one in seven 
children in California is reported to 
child protective services before age 
5. Their strength is reinforced by the 
dedication and expertise of our staff. 
Over the past year, our passionate, 
highly-trained child development 
and child welfare staff delivered 
193,906 hours of high-quality early 
education, more than 4,000 hours of 
intensive child protective services, 
and hundreds of hours of services 
to promote families’ health and well-
being. I’m deeply grateful for each 

  

Heather Carrigan
CEO

and every hour and the stories they 
make possible.

We share these stories to give 
you, our supporters, a sense of the 
enormity of what your contributions 
can do for a child’s or a family’s 
trajectory. The stories illustrate 
the humanity of WCC families and 
the length and depth of our staff’s 
involvement with them, something 
numbers just can’t quite capture. 
It’s the Home Educator who works 
with a pregnant mom until her 
child is off to preschool, providing 
year-round education, nutrition, and 
family engagement activities that 
emphasize literacy, social-emotional 
competency, and physical and 
mental well-being. It’s the In-Home 
Outreach Counselor stepping in and 
stepping up for a family who has 
come in contact with child protec-
tive services and is weathering one 
of the most difficult times of their 
life. It’s the social worker who puts 
in tireless hours partnering with a 
loving foster-adoptive family to en-
sure one more child has the safe, 
nurturing home he needs to thrive.

Of course, numbers are also crucial. 
We collect and employ data to rigor-
ously examine and inform our inter-
ventions. This year, for example, we 
provided 831 developmental screen-
ings, going above and beyond 
contract requirements to screen 
children in all of our programs in all 
developmental domains, including 
social-emotional growth. We worked 
with researchers at Children’s 
Hospital Los Angeles to analyze 
the data, and found that, had we 
not provided this additional layer of 
screening in the social-emotional 
domain – a lynchpin of short- and 
long-term success in school and 
life – the initial screening would 
have missed nearly 50 percent of 
children who needed more social-
emotional support. WCC staff are 
now using these findings to tailor 
their curricula and interventions to 
boost social-emotional skill develop-
ment. Numbers are also important 
in providing context for the stories 
we share. As you’ll read in our Child 
Well-Being Index (pages 10-11), in-
spired by Harper’s Index, children 
remain society’s most vulnerable 
population. We ask our readers to 
remember these difficult-to-fathom 
facts to frame the journeys of the 
smiling children and families we 
introduce to you each year.

Finally, we tell stories because 
the importance of the storytelling 

Heather  Carrigan

process itself is often underappre-
ciated. When we tell stories about 
adverse experiences or challenges 
we’ve faced, we chip away at their 
power and loosen their grip on 
us. For the families we work with, 
storytelling can be therapeutic, a 
way to buffer the trauma they and 
their children have endured, and 
an opportunity to take pride in what 
they’ve overcome. For staff, storytell-
ing re-inscribes what their work is 
worth. By sharing stories with col-
leagues, and with you, WCC staff 
are recognized for their devotion 

and expertise, along with being af-
forded another opportunity to reflect 
on what their work means to them.

In truth, storytelling is important 
to us all. We make meaning of 
ourselves and our experiences by 
telling stories. We build connections 
between our own lives and the lives 
of those we’re not likely to come 
across, allowing us to develop em-
pathy for people whose experiences 
might otherwise seem foreign. We 
realize how and where we fit into a 
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greater context. We are members of 
a national community, for example, 
where 22 percent of children live 
in poverty, and where 30 percent 
of children under 5 living in under-
served areas have untreated cavities 
— see our Child Well-Being Index 
for the potential devastating conse-
quences of something so seemingly 
mundane. We are also members of 
a community where a mother like 
Tanya, whose story we share on 
pages 6-7, can find the support and 
strength to end an abusive relation-
ship and become the parent she 
knows she can be, or where a child 
like Abraham (pages 4-5) has ready 
access to developmental screen-
ings, services, and advocacy, in 
addition to the highest-quality early 
education.

We are knitted together by the sto-
ries we tell. When we share stories, 
we deepen our connections, until 
we are so tightly woven, it’s impos-
sible to rise without bringing every-
one with along.

The stories illustrate  
the humanity of  

WCC families and the 
length and depth of our 

staff’s involvement  
with them, something 

numbers just can’t  
quite capture.

We are members of  
a national community,  

for example, where  
22 percent of children  

live in poverty.
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Yanira met Abraham when he was 
a silly, smiley 8-month-old. 

His parents, Delmi and Rudy, had 
enrolled the family in WCC’s home-
based Early Head Start (EHS) program, 
where once a week, a Home Educator 
would turn their living room, backyard, 
or wherever they were learning that day 
into a classroom. 

As the family’s teacher and main source 
of support, Yanira would bring learn-
ing games for Abraham plus tools and 
lessons for Delmi and Rudy to help 
support Abraham’s growth. Her first 
task, though, was to assess Abraham’s 
development to make sure he was  
on track.

Without regular screenings, roughly  
70 percent of children who are strug-
gling developmentally will not be identi-
fied before age 5. Early intervention for 
these children is critical; by age 17, one 
in six children across the country will 
have one or more developmental disabil-
ity. In Yanira’s assessment of Abraham, 
she found he was struggling with gross 
motor development – he couldn’t pull 
himself up to stand like other kids his 
age. Left unaddressed, the delay could 
prevent him from being able to navigate 
his environment and develop other 
lifelong skills. She suggested WCC’s 
Disabilities Coordinator evaluate him to 
determine whether he’d need extra ser-
vices to support his growth.

Abraham’s parents turned down the 
offer. The stigma around developmental 
disabilities, plus a common lack of 
knowledge about child development, 
often keeps parents from agreeing to 
evaluations or services for their kids. 
Yanira, on the other hand, knew how 
important it was to intervene early.  
She pushed on with teaching Rudy and 
Delmi about child development, and 
began incorporating more activities to 

promote Abraham’s ability to move. He 
loved spinning the wheels on his 
stroller, so Yanira turned it upside down 
to prompt him to pull himself up. She 
taught Delmi to massage Abraham’s 
legs and encouraged the family to take 
walks in the park. Soon, Abraham was 
pulling himself up, then taking wobbly 
steps, and eventually walking on his own.

While Abraham had caught up to 
his peers in physical movement, he 
still didn’t speak as much as other 
13-month-olds. He was also aggressive 
toward them; physical communica-
tion was the only way he could express 
himself. This time, when Yanira recom-
mended an evaluation, Delmi and Rudy 
had no second thoughts. Months of 
learning about child development and 
watching Abraham’s progress told them 
it was critical to act now.

“Once his parents had the knowledge,” 
Yanira said, “it made a big difference.” 
WCC’s Disabilities Coordinator evalu-
ated Abraham and helped him get ser-
vices to address a speech delay. On top 
of his weekly visits with Yanira, he began 
working with a speech therapist at a 
school for children with individualized 

family service plans (IFSPs), or plans 
that detail services and goals, while 
WCC staff continued to help Rudy and 
Delmi learn to support Abraham’s de-
velopment at home. His parents started 
talking to him more, and reading to him 
every day. With all the extra support, 
Abraham began stringing words togeth-
er, and using sentences, rather than hit-
ting, to communicate his feelings.

It wasn’t only Abraham who was 
growing, though. When Delmi first 
enrolled in the program, she told Yanira 
she felt lonely. Other than her husband, 
she had no support network. 
“You’re my only friend,” she told Yanira.

Social isolation is common among 
parents of young children. It’s a risk 
factor for child abuse, and like chronic 
stress, it can also lead to long-term 
health conditions like heart disease 
and diabetes. Yanira encouraged Delmi 
to bring Abraham to socialization, a 
monthly gathering for WCC’s home-
based EHS children and their families 
to play and learn together. Delmi got to 
know the parents of Abraham’s peers, 
and like her son, she started talking 
about her experiences. She had been 
lonely before she came to WCC, she 
told them. She didn’t know much about 
child development. She hadn’t realized 
the potential consequences of letting a 
developmental delay go unaddressed.

Now, as Delmi watches Abraham 
run around the playground, chatting 
about Iron Man and his favorite foods 
in Spanish and English, the family’s 
growth is unmistakable. The energetic 
3-year-old is even teaching English 
words to his monolingual mom, who’s 
heading back to school for ESL classes 
so she can better advocate for her son 
and for her herself.

Now, both Abraham and Delmi speak 
with confidence.

TO BEAT THE ODDS

Without regular screenings, 
roughly 70 percent of 

children who are struggling 
developmentally will not be 

identified before age 5. 

FINDING A

Photo  / Heartquake Pictures  



W
estsid

e C
h

ild
ren

’s C
en

ter

6

it is also a risk factor for child abuse. In 
her parenting classes and discussions 
with Karla, Tanya started to realize that 
if she wanted to keep her children safe 
and ensure they were successful, she 
needed to do the same for herself.
“It really changed my way of thinking,” 
Tanya said. “I had to become more of a 
parent.”

With Karla’s support, Tanya ended her 
relationship with Lola’s father. She 
refocused her energy on her daughters, 
spending more time playing in the 
park and going to church with them. 
And when a developmental screening 
revealed Lola had a gross motor 
delay, Tanya took up all the activities 
Karla recommended to support Lola’s 
growth, like laying on the floor with 
her to encourage crawling. Within a 
few months, Lola had the confidence 
and skills to physically explore her 
environment – a crucial milestone that 
builds the foundation for cognitive, 
social-emotional, and language 
development.

Tanya went on to meet several 
milestones of her own. After 10 months 
of domestic violence and parenting 
classes, she graduated and closed 
her family’s case with the court. She 
enrolled in school and is taking child 
development classes, inspired by the 
progress she and her family have made 
with WCC’s help. This summer, she 
plans to teach her kids to extend their 
learning beyond the classroom by 
volunteering at the LA Zoo.

Tanya knows the hard work isn’t over – 
being a parent, after all, is a lifelong and 
beyond-full-time job – but now, she’s 
confident she can handle whatever 
challenges might come her way.

“It doesn’t matter if you’re a single mom 
or single dad, anything’s possible,” 
Tanya said. “Just love yourself, and love 
your kids.”

Like any mother, Tanya wanted her 
children to do well, feel safe, and 

know they were loved.

“I’ve always wanted to do everything 
for them,” Tanya said. She signed 
daughters Jessie, 10, and Cassie, 7, 
up for swimming, ballet, and hip-hop, 
and took them to a reading program 
at the library each summer. Even after 
she gave birth to baby Lola while in an 
abusive relationship with Lola’s father, 
who was later incarcerated for domestic 
violence, Tanya still wanted the best for 
her girls. She hoped Lola’s father would 
change, so they could be together again 
when he was released.

Nearly half of all women in the U.S. 
experience psychological aggression 
by an intimate partner in their lifetime; 

Photo / Guido Budani

more than one in three experience sex-
ual or physical violence. Children who 
are exposed to domestic violence are 15 
times more likely to be physically or sex-
ually assaulted than their peers. They’re 
also at risk for a host of behavioral and 
emotional challenges, especially if their 
trauma goes untreated.

To Tanya, the domestic violence and 
parenting classes she was ordered 
to attend by the court sounded like 
punishment.

“I was confused,” she said. “In that 
moment, I felt like I didn’t do anything 
wrong.” Even worse was the devastating 
prospect that she might lose her 
daughters. WCC’s In-Home Outreach 
Counselor Karla listened to Tanya’s 
frustrations and fears. It was Karla’s job 
to reinforce what Tanya was learning 
in her classes, as well as use WCC’s 
resources to support the family in 
whatever ways they needed.

Karla helped the struggling mom-of-
three get school supplies and bunk 
beds for Jessie and Cassie with funds 
through WCC. She showed her how to 
handle stress by modeling responses 
to the daily challenges of being a single 
parent. She also introduced the family 
to the WCC community. In the fall, Tanya 
and the girls attended WCC’s Annual 
Children’s Arts Festival community day. 
A couple months later, they took in a 
local performance of The Nutcracker 
with tickets donated to WCC.

Helping Tanya build her support 
network was crucial to ensuring the 
girls’ safety. Social isolation is one way 
abusers exert control over their victims; 
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Nearly half of all women 
in the U.S. experience 

psychological aggression  
by an intimate partner  

in their lifetime.

Family 
A New Chapter Begins

Preservation:

Photo  / Heartquake Pictures  
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• Gloria and Art Waldinger
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• Margaret Bernstein
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• Heather Carrigan
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• Mark and Carolyn Kelton
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• Linda Stamer

Arts Festival 2014 
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Curator
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• Assil Eye Institute
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 Collector
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  Mark Merritt 
• Karen Bell and Robb Cox
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  and Family
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• Sony Pictures Entertainment
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Silver Heart Sponsors
• Larry and Stacey Kohl• Anne Sisteron Fine Jewelry• Susan and Eric Smidt
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• Jennifer and John Nordstrom• Michelle and Michael O’Brien• Ronus Foundation
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Big Heart Sponsors  
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BIG HEARTS of Summer
2015

ig Hearts of Summer 2015 brought celebrating 
for a cause to the Jonathan Beach Club in Santa 

Monica on May 7, where guests sparked a sizzling 
dance floor and enjoyed stellar performances by 
Queen Nation and DJ Carolus. The event raised more 
than $500,000 to support WCC’s vital programs for 
thousands of vulnerable children and their families 
– all this thanks to the profound generosity of our 
sponsors and dedicated planning committee, led by 
Event Co-Chairs Carla du Manoir, Jennifer Nordstrom, 
and Patty Penske. WCC is so grateful for everyone who 
made this fantastic evening possible.

ore than 400 children and their families attended 
Westside Children’s Center’s 21st Annual 

Children’s Arts Festival on Saturday, October 18, 2014. 
The family-focused community day was packed with 
exciting (and educational!) activities, from flower pot 
painting and planting to mask-making, storytelling, and 
more. Children also had the opportunity to scale a rock 
wall and boogie alongside parents, teachers, and WCC 
staff in high-energy Zumba and hip-hop dance lessons. 
WCC and our community partners provided families with 
free health and education resources, including access to 
special education services, help with finding medical care, 
and nutrition tips and tools through fun activities like book 
giveaways and healthy snack-making demonstrations. A 
big thank you to the outstanding sponsors, community 
partners, and volunteers who joined WCC staff to learn 
and play with our community.
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CHILD WELL-BEING INDEX
Number of U.S. states ahead of California on overall child well-being: 37

On education: 37

On economic well-being: 48

Percentage of children living in poverty in the U.S.: 22

In California: 23

In Los Angeles: 33

Percentage of poor Californians living in families with at least one working adult: 78

Number in millions of U.S. individuals who earn a living by caring for children under age 5: 2.2

Average annual income in the U.S. of a full-time child care professional: $21,710

Of a parking lot attendant: $30,315

Average lifetime cost per person with an intellectual disability: $1,306,687.79

Percentage of children in California under age 6 who do not receive  
screenings for developmental delays: 73

Factor by which a child of parents without high school diplomas in the U.S. is  
more likely to be at high risk for developmental delays: 2

Percentage of poor fourth-graders in California who scored below  
proficient	reading	level:	84

Percentage of low-income households in California that are food insecure: 38

In Los Angeles County: 40

Fraction of California children aged 0-18 who did not receive  
preventative dental care in the past year: 1/4

Percentage of children under age 5 with untreated cavities living in  
underserved communities in the U.S.: 30

In Los Angeles County: 72

Age at which Maryland resident Deamonte Driver died in 2007  
of an untreated tooth infection: 12

Portion of women treated for depression between the year before and  
the year after pregnancy: 1/7

Portion of Early Head Start mothers suffering from depression: 1/2

Chances that a girl in foster care will become pregnant by age 19: 1 in 2

 Percentage of children born to teen mothers in California who are  
reported for abuse or neglect: 25

Number of children in California who are reported for abuse or neglect before age 5: 1 in 7

Percentage of infants in California who remain in their home  
after substantiated abuse or neglect: 53

Portion that will be re-reported for abuse or neglect within 5 years: 6/10

Fraction of children who are aged 0-5 in foster care in Los Angeles County: 2/5

Percentage of children under age 5 on Los Angeles County’s child welfare  
caseload who do not attend public early care and education programs: 87

Percentage	of	children	entering	foster	care	in	California	who	will	not	find	a	 
permanent home (e.g. reunited, adopted) within 12 months: 64

Number of U.S. children who aged out of foster care in 2014 without a home: 22,392

Portion of youth that becomes homeless within two years of aging out of foster care: 1/5

That becomes incarcerated: 1/4

Fraction of California State Prison inmates who are former foster youth: 1/7
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More than 300 children and parents took part in our semi-annual 
family portrait and activity days, where families had their photos 
taken by Windward School student photographers. What did one 
parent say was the best part of it all? 

COMPARTIR LA MAÑANA CON MI FAMILIA –  
SHARING THE MORNING WITH MY FAMILY.

 It’s been nearly three years since 
then-5-day-old	Trinity	first	met	her	
parents, Steve and Lisa, and nearly one 
year since WCC introduced you to this 
foster-adoptive family of three in our 
2013-14 Annual Report.
 Fast forward to 2016 and Trinity is 
busting moves like the Jabbawockeez 
dance crew – “think 80s break dancing,” 
Lisa said, “or as Trinity calls it, ‘robot.’ 
She loves to dance and will pull us from 
what we are doing to the middle of the 

living room for a dance party.”
 Thanks in part to the WCC staff who 
connected the family to physical and 
occupational therapy, swim class, and infant 
massage, Trinity developed physical mobility 
to match her inquisitive mind. She’s also an 
artist, like her photographer mother, though 
her	current	favorite	medium	is	finger	paint.	
And she’s constantly picking up new words to 
express everything she wants to say: when 
Trinity heard Dixon, the family’s 8-year-old 
German Shepherd/Husky mix, sneeze, she 

 ONE YEAR LATER: 

MORE DANCING, NEW WORDS,  
AND A FAST-APPROACHING FUTURE

exclaimed, “Oh! He startled me.”
 Trinity’s parents are just as startled by 
her whirlwind growth. As she heads toward 
celebrating her third year in life with her 
loving family, Steve and Lisa are looking 
into how to transition her from her day 
care to preschool.
 “They say days as a parent can be 
long but the years are short,” Lisa said. “It 
is unbelievable how true it is. You get to 
enjoy each milestone and in the blink of an 
eye, she’s on to the next one.”

Hundreds of children and 
families came out to enjoy the 

delicious food prepared and 
served by our generous Windward 
School student and parent volunteers 
at our two fall celebration dinners, 
one that paired volunteers with their 
WCC reading buddies and another 
open to all families in WCC’s 
programs.

Children at our Early Education Center 
learned about seasonal changes and explored 
sensory activities during harvest festival, a 
weeklong, educational celebration of fall. On 
the last day, parents were invited to dress up in 
costume and join activities to help their children 
develop	their	sensory	systems,	fine	and	gross	
motor skills, and more. Everyone had a blast 
bowling with pumpkins, digging 
through spaghetti 
“worms,” and 
trick-or-treating 
for educational 
goodies.

HARVEST  

Festival

Thriving through literacy

More than 20 Junior League of Los 
Angeles volunteers hosted a Thrive 
Through Literacy event for dozens 

of children and their families at our Early 
Education Center. Volunteers engaged WCC children 
in fun activities around the book The Pout-Pout Fish, 
including a group reading and visits to arts and crafts, 
healthy snack-making, and exercise activity stations. 
All the children took home gift bags full of prizes, 
books, and their very own copy of The Pout-Pout Fish 
to continue their literacy adventure at home.

To help prevent the devastating effects of social isolation, and to encourage 
parents to support their children’s development, WCC brought together 
families enrolled in our network of home-based education providers for a 

fun evening of learning and games in the park. Parents and children read together, 
made music and art, and took home prizes, books, and handmade keychains featuring 
open-ended questions, like “Can you think of another way…” and “What did you do 
first?,”	to	keep	the	learning	going	at	home	and	all	year	long.

FAMILY FESTIVAL  
IN THE PARK

FALL CELEBRATION DINNERS

FAMILY PORTRAIT 
ACTIVITY DAYS

 &  
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Individual Volunteers:

• Kemi Akenzia

• Betsy Alkaly

• Rami Alkaly

• Claire Altman

• Sebastian Bae

• Charlie Balot

• Sharon Balot

• Isabelle Berrent

• Paige Blum

• Rebecca Boyle

• Katie Brown

• Brian Burnett

• Annabelle Caplow

• Jill Chapin

• Terry Chapin

• Nancy Chiamulon

• Linda Chretin

• Tony Chretin

• Gilbert Chung

• Audrey Church

• Quintin Concoff

• Briana Cooper

• Julia Cotsen

• Terry Delvoye

• Elsa Diaz

• Alexandra du Manoir

• Charles du Manoir

• Maddy Eidinger

• Caroline Espinoza

• Bautista Etchegaray

• Julia Fields

• Natalie Fisher

• Jacob Fishman

• Jon Flumenbaum

• Tricia Flumenbaum

• Jacob Frank

• Carol Franklin

• Ruth Furst

• Sammy Gamez

• Charlotte Gendler

• Simon Gilbert

• Ali Goldberg

• Audrey Goldenberg

• Callen Gordon

• Victoria Goulet

• Harper Green

• Sam Green

• Emma Greenbaum

• Amy Griffes

• Ashley Griffes

• Pete Griffes

• Rachael Griswold

• Bob Guerin

• Sue Guerin

• Matisse Guillen

• David Haen

• Gabby Haen

• Bobby Hamm

• Anna Hammelrich

• Laura Hanson

• Hayley Harris

• Christine Healy

• Derrick Hensen

• Donya Hezaway

• Ivy Hobson

• Alex Jacobs

• Jena Jones

• Marion Joy

• Sabrina Kaedashian

• Sophie Kennedy

• Alexis Kenworthy

• Britland Kenworthy

• Sara Krakovsky

• Claire Kristof

• Joel Krogstad

• Jackson Kurtz

• Jagger Lambert

• Barbara Lang

• Alyssa Lapp

• Lauren Leatham

• Nikki Lebow

• Rose Lebow

• Jaclyn Lebowitz

• Adam Lee

• Richard Leib

• John Lelli

• Hillary Lewis

• Bob Lieb

• Jill Linsk

• Trian Long Smith

• Nico Mack

• Noak Mack

• Julia Malinow

• Jordan Mamalakis

• Jenna Marks

• Patty Marks

• Lauren May

• Georgia Messinger

• Iris Mink

• Hannah Mittleman

• Samantha Molina

• Charlie Moore

• Destiny Moore

• Alejandra Morales

• Anna Morello

• Alexandra Mork

• Erika Munoz

• Gaia Murphy

• Kaitlin Musante

• Claire Nordstrom

• Jack Nordstrom

• Riley Nordstrom

• Ally Ong

• Jared Pangellian

• Lynnie Patent

• Gaida Paulovska

• Sydney Pizer

• Rami Prochilo

• Oliver Richards

• Anne Rimer

• Abby Ross

• Jared Rubin

• Kaitlyn Rubin

• Georgia Salke

• Kate Salke

• Joanne Scheding

• Jenna Schiffer

• Alexandra Schirn

• Connie Semf

• Jennie Shechet

• Bev Shpall

• Bob Shpall

• Sue Silver 

• Ken Silverman

• Vicki Silverman

• Deriansha Singh

• Bianca Sjoenell

• Nailah Smith

• Ally Soong

• Jenna Soong

• Elizabeth Speier

• Barbara St. Thomas

• Linda Stamer

• Carli Stein

• Ruby Stevens

• Lulu Strauss

• Boden Stringer

• Rebecca Sugermen

• Dylan Swimmer

• Emila Tavangarian

• Nila Tavangarian

• Kira Torrieri

• CC Vohlers

• Ariane Watkins

• Jennie Willens

• Davida Williams

• Hanna Woolley

• Mason Yoon

• Kendall Zeidner 

A huge thank you to  
the students, parents,  
and faculty from our  
school partners for  
everything you’ve done 
throughout the year:

• Brentwood School

• Cal State Dominguez Hills

• Crossroads School

• Culver City High School

• Curtis School

• Harvard-Westlake

• John Adams Middle School

• John Thomas Dye

• Loyola High School

• Loyola Marymount  
   University

• Marlborough School

• Marymount High School

• Park Century School

• Pepperdine University

• Santa Monica College 

• The Willows Community  
   School

• UCLA

• USC

• Venice High School

• Wildwood School

• Windward School

FY 14/15 Special Volunteer 
Groups

• Agape International  
   Spiritual Center

• Arts Festival Event  
   Volunteers

• Generation of the Future

• Junior League

• Kappa Kappa Gamma  
   LA Alumni Association

• Teach for America

• The Bruin Belles

• The Goodwill Ambassadors

• Young Hollywood Council

VOLUNTEERS  2014/2015 VOLUNTEERS  2014/2015
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Total Volunteer Hours for FY 14-15: 9,014
Total Volunteers for FY 14-15: 702

(Volunteers from 7.1.2014 through 6.30.2015)

You support our teachers, organize supply drives, staff events, care for our organic learning 
garden, raise much-needed funds, and so much more – we couldn’t be more grateful.  
Thank you for your continued dedication to WCC!
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Westside Children’s Center (WCC) is dedicated to breaking the cycles of intergenerational poverty, abuse, and neglect 

by providing high-quality early education programs, interventions for families at risk of abusing or neglecting their 

children, foster care and adoption services, and a range of critical, integrated supports, including pediatric health 

consultations, disability screenings and advocacy, bilingual domestic violence classes, mental health services, and more. 

Using a dual-generational approach, WCC ensures that children have the skills they need to increase their life choices 

and lead fulfilling lives.

  EARLY EDUCATION 

Westside Children’s Center’s early education programs, 
which include a California State Preschool, an Early 
Head Start, and an Early Head Start-Child Care 
Partnership, provide high-quality early education for 
more than 500 children ages 0 to 5 from very-low-
income families at our state-of-the-art early education 
center, through our network of licensed home-based 
education providers, and in individual family homes. 
WCC maintains a low staff-to-child ratio in our inclusive, 
bilingual classrooms to ensure every child’s healthy 
social-emotional, cognitive, and physical development. 
Our	highly-qualified	educators	and	child	development	
specialists design developmentally appropriate and 
individualized lessons with a STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math) and literacy focus, and deepen 
their skills with regular professional development. 
Children receive a healthy breakfast, lunch, and snack 
and spend time exploring in our organic learning 
garden. Our programs prioritize family engagement 
and involve parents in their children’s learning and 
growth through volunteer opportunities, parent 
counseling, and access to our comprehensive services.

WCC has four contracts with the Los Angeles County 
Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) to 

provide intensive Family Preservation, Prevention and 
Aftercare, and Foster Care and Adoption services to 
more than 600 families annually. Our highly-trained 
staff works with families to protect children who have 
been or who are at risk of being abused or neglected 
through individual and family counseling, including 
substance abuse, mental health, and domestic violence 
psychoeducational counseling; parent-child education; 
and extensive case management. We also recruit, train, 
and support loving foster and foster-adoptive parents 
who create nurturing, educationally rich homes for 
children of all ages. 

WCC provides all children in our programs with an 
array of vital, integrated supports, including disabilities 
screenings and special needs advocacy, pediatric 
and mental health consultations, vision and hearing 
screenings, bilingual parenting and child development 
classes,	workforce	development	and	financial	literacy,	
and access to our full-time public health nurses. We also 
connect families with other organizations in our robust 
network of community partners, including Venice Family 
Clinic, St. Joseph Center, Latino Resource Organization, 
and Miriam’s House. WCC’s dual-generational approach 
ensures all children grow up with the foundation to 
succeed in school and life.

 COMPREHENSIVE SERVICES

W E S T S I D E  C H I L D R E N ’ S  C E N T E R

ANNUAL  REPORT
JULY 1 ,  2014 -  JUNE 30,  2015
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R E V E N U E

$5,382,860 

$ 98,396

$1, 696,332 

$ 168,082

$ 168,397

$ 7,964,067 

73.2% 

1.2%

21.3%

2.1%

2.1%

100.0%  

T O TA L        P E RC E N T

GOVERNMENT

PARENT FEES

PRIVATE FUNDRAISING

MISCELLANEOUS 

CONTRIBUTED GOODS  
& SERVICES

TOTAL REVENUE

6/30/2015

E X P E N S E S

$ 4,667,486 

$ 1,627,618

$ 6,295,104 

$ 859,729

$ 197,008

$ 7,351,841

$ 612,226 

63.5% 

22.1%

85.6%

11.7%

2.7%

100.0%

T O TA L         P E RC E N T

EARLY EDUCATION

CHILD WELFARE

SUBTOTAL PROGRAM EXPENSES

ADMINISTRATION

DEVELOPMENT

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES

NET SURPLUS

6/30/2015

ANNUAL  REPORT
JULY 1 ,  2014 -  JUNE 30,  2015/

  CHILD WELFARE

‘14/
‘15  A

n
n

u
al R

ep
o

rt

17

63.5%  

22.1% 

11.7% 

2.7% 

73.2%  

1.2% 

21.3% 

2.1% 
1.9% 
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$25,000 AND ABOVE
• Anonymous
• The Atlas Family Foundation
• California Community Foundation
• The Capital Group Companies  
   Charitable Foundation
• Carla and Gerald du Manoir
• Marianna and David Fisher
• Karin Larson 
• Darcie Denkert Notkin and Shelby Notkin
• Patty and Greg Penske/ 
  Longo Toyota-Scion-Lexus

$10,000 - $24,999
• Baik Art
• Gary Broad Foundation
• Amanda Brown and Justin Chang
• The John W. Carson Foundation
• Michael and Risa Green
• Charlotte Hughes and Christopher Combs
• Kennedy Wilson
• Larry and Stacey Kohl
• The Andrew Kramer Foundation
• Shannon and Halsey Minor
• Ronus Foundation
• Steven and Stephanie Shafran -  
   The Otis Booth Foundation
• Anne and Yves Sisteron
• Anne Sisteron Fine Jewelry
• Tikun Olam Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
• J.J. Abrams and Kathleen McGrath
• Artigas-Etchegaray Family
• Assil Eye Institute
• Lorena Barrientos and Mark Merritt
• Ambassador Frank and Kathy Baxter
• Karen Bell and Robb Cox
• Tricia and Bill Flumenbaum
• Beth and Josh Friedman
• Abner and Roz Goldstine
• Greenberg Glusker

• Todd and Tatiana James
• Les Joseph
• UCLA Kappa Delta, Alpha Iota Chapter
• Anita and Allen Kohl
• Dorothy and Sidney Kohl
• Frank and Shelley Litvack 
• Jamie and Michael Lynton
• Leslie	J.	Mayer	/	Cushman	&	Wakefield
• Jennifer and John Nordstrom 
• Nordstrom
• Michelle and Michael O’Brien 
• Prime Healthcare Services
• Kathleen and Chip Rosenbloom
• The Salke Family
• Stephen and Catherine Simon
• The Simon-Strauss Foundation
• Skechers
• Susan and Eric Smidt
• The Max Tinglof Memorial Fund  
  (Gillian S. Fuller Foundation)
• The TJX Foundation
• Union Bank
• U.S. Trust, Bank of America  
  Private Wealth Management
• Roee and Melissa Wiczyk
• Daniel and Suzy Zinn 

$2,500 - $4,999
• Activision
• Anonymous
• Anonymous
• Avery and Andy Barth
• Trisha Cardoso
• Comerica
• Richard and Jennifer Eidinger
• Quinn and Bryan Ezralow
• Janet and Mike Fourticq
• Teresa and Mike Fourticq
• Maria Mancuso Gersh and Gary Gersh
• Dave and Sheila Gold Foundation
• Lisa and Josh Grode
• Jason and Jenna Grosfeld

• Haskell Fund
• Laura Hein
• Lezlie and Mark Johnson
• Dolores Kohl
• Alicia and Bob Levitt
• Leanne Moore
• Bruce and Nancy Newberg
• Susan and Charles Newirth
• Harry and Jeanne Robinson
• Chloe and Kirk Sommer
• Sony Pictures Entertainment
• Linda and Skip Victor
• Gloria and Art Waldinger
• Mark Walzman and Patti O’Neill
• Rita Wilson and Tom Hanks
• Julianne and Michael Woronoff
• Steven and Leah Yari
• Christina Zilber 

$1,000 - $2,499
• Anonymous
• Javier and Antonieta Arango
• Bruce and Paula Bennett
• Diane and John Bertram
• Jessica Travers Brown and Daniel Brown
• Sean and Teresa Burton
• Donna and Marc Caruso
• David Clark-Kleiner Cohen Foundation
• The Cotsen Family
• CPEhr
• Michael Dal Bello
• Magali Delmas
• Lynne and James DeWitt
• Lauren Shuler Donner and Richard Donner
• Neal and Tricia Elattrache
• EMJAG Productions
• Cece and Bill Feiler
• Jon and Laurie Feltheimer
• Marci and Greg Foster
• Adrienne Grant and Paul Jennings
• Jodi and Robbie Groff

• Debbie and Michael Gruber
• Marc Gurvitz
• Deena Gussman
• Gabby and David Haen
• Hansen Family
• Ellen and Andrew Hauptman
• Michael and Sheri Hopkins
• Craig and Lynn Jacobson
• Mary and Dan James
• Michael and Mary Johnston
• Bridget Gless Keller and Paul Keller
• John and Leah Ketcham
• Robert Kohl and Clark Pellett
• Susie and Brad Krevoy
• Ann Kronen
• Meg and Richard Leib
• Todd and Kasey Lemkin
• Cynthia and Steven Levine
• Diana and Barry Levinson
• Catherine Lhamon and Giev Kashkooli
• Andrew Lipsitz
• Larry and Vicki London
• Crystal and Blaine Lourd
• Nicole and John Mack
• John and Tracy Mallory
• Catherine McNamee and Christopher Miller
• Ernest Meadows
• Kirstin and Carl Meyer
• Iris Mink
• Muirfield	Partners
• Eugenia Riordan Mulè
• Spencer and Mieke Neumann
• Paid2Save Network
• Richard and Wendy Plaster
• Myra and Earl Pomerantz
• Heather Pulier and Ellis Jones
• Bea and Erik Ridgley
• Jane Ross and James Yaffe
• Michael and Shannon Rotenberg

• Carla and Fred Sands
• Angel and Alan Schneider and Family
• Servicon Systems
• Frankie and Barry Sholem
• St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
• Eric and Rachel Stern
• Jack and Elizabeth Tauber
• Michele and Patrick Thibiant
• Kerry and Simone Vickar Family Foundation
• Jonathan Victor and Tobey Cotsen Victor
• Sheila and Clint Walker
• Annie and Gaines Wehrle
• Jodi and Ian Weingarten
• Leslie Weisberg and James Hyman
• Frederick R. Weisman Philanthropic 
  Foundation
• John Weissenbach and Ann Southworth
• WHH Foundation
• Shannon and Kirk Wickstrom
• Modi and Kate Wiczyk
• Wonderful Giving
• Robert Zarnegin and  
  The Beverly Hills Peninsula
• Jennifer and Michael Zeller 
 
 
$500 - $999
• Anonymous
• Margaret Bernstein
• Nancy and Michael Bertrando
• Pam Brendlinger
• Seeley and Preston Brooks
• Bryan Cave LLP
• California Bank and Trust
• Heather Carrigan
• Constellation Place
• Kelly Davis
• Karen Duvall and Gerald Berke
• Jaye and Neal Eigler

• Nancy Englander and Harold Williams
• April Freitag
• Priscilla Friendly
• Gina Goldsmith
• Michele Hakakha
• Harrington Group
• Joe Higdon and Ellen Sudow Fund
• Julie and Peter Hill
• Cynthia Hirschhorn
• Mimi and Linn Hodge III
• Claudia Kahn c/o The Help Company
• Mark and Carolyn Kelton
• Wendy Klein
• Brian and Lisa Klingenberg
• Suzanne Kraus
• Cathy Linder
• Markley Lumpkins
• Isabel Madison
• Mary Ann McNamee
• Pati Miller
• Miller Kaplan Arase LLP
• Michael and Nicole Montgomery
• Larry Murphy
• Kathleen and Larry Paul
• Susan Perryman
• Penelope Podus and Bradley Broffman
• Gelila and Wolfgang Puck
• Peter and Hilary Richards
• Robin Russell
• Dean and Renata Salo
• Shakey’s Pizza
• Linda Stamer
• Martha and Ari Swiller
• John and Carolyn Tipton
• Union Bank
• Lynelle Wagner
• Adele Yellin
• Marilyn Ziering

WCC SUPPORTERS WCC SUPPORTERS
FISCAL YEAR 2014/2015 (includes gifts made between July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015)

Thank you to our donors! 
We also count on the generous in-kind support that helps keep our programs running. Every donation is vital to the work we do. Please feel free to contact us at 310.846.4100. 

FISCAL YEAR 2014/2015
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Los Angeles, CA

-Ne l s o n  Mande la

    THERE CAN BE NO KEENER REVELATION 
OF A SOCIETY'S SOUL THAN THE WAY IN 
WHICH IT TREATS ITS CHILDREN.

Westside Children’s Center is a member of the California Association of Nonprofits, accredited by the California Alliance of Child and Family Services, and a member 
of the California Head Start Association. State of California Department of Social Services, Community Care Licensing Division Numbers: Infant/Toddler 197417101, 
Early Education 197408510 / State Adoption License No. 197804923 / State Foster Care No. 197804924

5721 W. Slauson Avenue, Suite 140
Culver City, CA 90230


